The Dance Company of Los Gatos
2025-2026 Competition Team
Handbook

Welcome to The Dance Company of Los Gatos Competition Team Program. This handbook is
designed to help dancers and families understand the expectations, policies, commitments,
and opportunities that come with being part of TDC’s competition team.

Acceptance & Placement

The audition panel consists of the Studio Director, TDC Instructors, and select outside
choreographers. Placement decisions for all groups, duets, trios, and solos are final. Dancers
are placed where staff believes they will best grow and succeed.

Director’s Discretion & Performance Readiness

The Studio Director and Instructors reserve the right to determine if a dancer, group, duet,
trio, or solo is ready to perform or compete at any point during the season. Placement in
routines does not guarantee competition eligibility at every event. Readiness is based on
attendance, performance quality, commitment, technique, attitude, rehearsal participation,
ability to retain choreography, overall preparedness, the dancer’s current technical level,
growth, and consistency.

If a dancer is not meeting expectations or is not fully prepared to represent TDC at a
competition or performance, the Director may choose to have the dancer sit out of a routine,
competition, convention, recital performance, Nationals, community performance, or special
event until they are ready to safely and successfully perform. The Director also reserves the
right to make routine, placement, level, and casting changes at any time throughout the
season based on the needs of the team, dancer development, and overall performance
readiness.

Attendance & Commitment

Competition team dancers are expected to attend all required classes, rehearsals,
choreography sessions, conventions, competitions, and performances. Excessive absences
may result in removal from routines or the competition team. Dancers must be present the
week before competitions unless approved by the Director.



Competitions & Conventions

TDC attends regional competitions, conventions, and a National competition each season.
Families are expected to reserve all competition dates and avoid scheduling conflicts during
the season.

Choreography Process

Attendance at choreography sessions is mandatory. Choreographers create routines during
scheduled sessions and need all dancers present in order to properly stage and clean
routines.

Courtesy & Respect

All dancers and families are expected to demonstrate professionalism, positivity, respect,
and support toward instructors, teammates, judges, and other studios. Negative behavior,
gossip, or disrespectful conduct may result in dismissal from the team.

Studio Policies

TDC maintains a closed-door policy during rehearsals and classes. Dancers are expected to
arrive on time, prepared, and in proper dance attire with hair secured.

Extra Practices

The Director and Choreographers reserve the right to schedule additional rehearsals
throughout the season as needed. Additional rehearsal fees may apply.

Nationals

Nationals participation and routine eligibility are determined by the Director, Instructors,
and Choreographers. Mandatory training sessions are required prior to Nationals.

Recital

All competition dancers are expected to participate in the annual recital and required
rehearsals.

Financial Information

Competition families are responsible for tuition, choreography fees, costume fees,
competition fees, convention fees, recital fees, and other associated team expenses. All fees
are non-refundable.



Parent Volunteer Support

Families may be asked to assist with team support, events, backstage help, fundraising, or
studio needs throughout the season.

Communication

Families are expected to stay informed through emails, Studio Director, text updates, and
team communication channels throughout the season.

We are excited for an incredible season of growth, teamwork, and performance
opportunities. Thank you for being part of The Dance Company of Los Gatos family.

Competition Weekend Rules & Expectations

* All dancers are required to attend all classes and rehearsals the week of competition.
Missing class the week of competition may result in sitting out of routines at the
Director’s discretion.

* Dancers must arrive to all rehearsals, competitions, and convention classes dressed in
proper dance attire with the correct shoes, hair, and accessories.

* Competition call time is typically 1-1.5 hours before dancers perform. If dancers need
hair and makeup completed at the venue, arrival time may be 1.5-2 hours before
performance time.

* Exact competition schedules, performance times, and competition days are usually
released approximately one week before the event. Families must keep the entire
competition weekend available until the final schedule is released.

* Dancers must bring and wear TDC team gear to cover costumes while walking through
the venue and during awards ceremonies.

* All dancers are expected to stay for awards ceremonies unless approved otherwise by
the Director.

* All parents should download the competition app, purchase the competition handbook/
program if available, or review the event schedule online before each competition
weekend.

* Every competition runs differently and may use different award divisions, categories,
levels, and scoring systems. Information regarding awards, rules, schedules, and event
procedures is typically listed on the competition’s website, app, or handbook. Families
are encouraged to review this information and become familiar with each event.

* Competition MCs also explain awards procedures, divisions, and announcements during
each awards ceremony. Families and dancers are expected to listen carefully and stay
informed throughout the event weekend.



* TDC dancers and families are expected to represent the studio with professionalism,
positivity, kindness, and respect at all times during competitions and conventions.
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